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Make no mistake, Amber is a beautifully emotional singer, but she almost never lets
you feel a damn thing. She doesn't truly sway or even tremble, just puts on a show that

moves you, but at the end of the night you have ZERO clue what you actually felt or
learned. Never the less, it's a wicked performance that one rarely if ever hears. Her
pretty vocals, lack of conviction and tossed off delivery may appeal to some, but are

sure to bore others. It's a charmed fucking life of self-indulgence where laziness
occasionally yields great rewards. Luckily the egotistical choices of this album prove

that she knows no limits; that's why she never stumbles. It's easy to forget that George
Jones and Tammy Wynette were once at the top of their game, when they threw back
that whiskey and made sweet music with Dean Holloway. And that's where artists like
Johnny Cash, Paul Simon, and, lately, Dolly Parton have found favor with aging crowds,
through their no-bullshit albums that have served as a gentler torch, which flickers in
the rear-view mirror of their careers. Whether its the vocal styles of Yolanda and Toni

Thomas, or the more laid back approach of Darryl Carter, and Larry Graham, the
perfectly balanced chemistry of the women who make up Sisterhood is never quite as
strong as on the debut album, Sister Sister. But as they settle in to their roles as co-
frontpersons, they all land in a pretty good place. The Schoolhouse Rock!-style video

skits and children's songs are a nice way to introduce new kids to the music, or to
entertain younger kids as you sing along, but the best moments come when the band

steps outside of their normal song formulas and goes for something a little more
reflective. Whether it's Josh or Jay on a piano solo or Spike on a funky bass solo, this
album offers some of the best moments of the new school of music. Hell, even Emily

joins in on some of the crazy back-and-forths.
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Accomplished neo-soul queen Angie Stone's second solo outing, Mahogany Soul,
delivers more of the organic, gritty, rootsy yet sophisticated soul which put her on the

map as a solo artist. The production is great and the songs are funky, mature, and
intelligent, but when she truly shines is when she actually spreads her wings and glides

away from her neo-soul trappings, which she manages effortlessly. The album's true
gem is the smoldering, gorgeous, aching Wish I Didn't Miss You, which pulls forward

with an unstoppable beat and features a stellar, yearning performance from Miss
Stone. Other highlights include the mesmerizing first single (produced by Raphael

Saadiq ), Brotha, which draws the listener in with its atypical, almost hypnotizing beat.
Snowflakes is a lighter-than-air, breezy winner, and her duet with Musiq Soulchild, The

Ingredients of Love, is silky, funky, and sweet. The album tends to wane toward the
second half, with just a little too much emphasis on the neo-soul recipe, but

nonetheless remains engaging with other winners like 20 Dollars, the sweet and easy
Life Goes On, and the organ-enhanced Time of the Month popping up to maintain the
listener's interest. Despite a few lulls, Mahogany Soul stands as one of the best R&B
albums of 2001 and keeps the listener anxiously waiting to see what Angie Stone will
do next. Angie Stone's Mahogany Soul is a welcome surprise, and the Chicago-born,
Atlanta-raised singer's second solo album is not only a welcome addition to the R&B

menu but also a reminder that she can and should be regarded as one of the premier
neo-soul artists. Mahogany Soul extends Miss Stone's neo-soul bona fides with its slow-
moving, somewhat slighted electronica rhythms. But that soul is front and center, and
her soulful voice is much more organic than it is electronic. Although the music is not

as smooth and mature as it was when she was part of TLC, the arrangements are
better than before, and if the songs are not as lyrically complex (or as inspired) as on

her last effort, they are still very successful in their own right. The production is tighter
than the beats-and-layers arrangements of the past, and she sings a lot better than

before, and Mahogany Soul is an album to take seriously, even if it's not as emotionally
resonant as some of Miss Stone's career. 5ec8ef588b
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